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Members of the Sioux County Dive Team practice their skills in a private pond southeast of Sheldon on Saturday. The county has had a dive team since 1979; it’s currently a

volunteer division of the Sioux County Sheriff’s Department and has about 21 members
from Sioux and O’Brien counties.

Diving into training
By Renee Wielenga
Popping up out of the
water
Saturday,
Scott
Meinecke’s words through
his diver’s mask were about
as clear as the water in which
he swam.
“We found it — the car,”
he said, repeating himself a
couple times. “It’s still down
there.”
The vehicle remains in a
private pond on Sheldon’s
southeast edge, which provided the perfect setting for
Sioux County Dive Team to
practice locating an object
with its sonar equipment and
using divers to find it.
A group of nine men also
tested out its new 20-foot
boat during the first summer
practice. The dive team typically practices once or twice
a month, depending on the
season.
Sioux County has had a
dive team since 1979; it’s currently a volunteer division of
the Sioux County Sheriff’s
Department and has about

21 members from Sioux and
O’Brien counties who have a
combination of law enforcement, fire rescue, radio communication and diver experience.
“Why have a dive team in
this area? There’s a good reason for it,” said Meinecke,
who is also Sheldon’s fire
chief. “A person can drown
in his bathtub so it doesn’t
take a very large body of
water to cause a problem.
The biggest thing here,
though is the majority of
drownings occur in small,
unsupervised bodies of water
like farm ponds. If you had
an opportunity to ever fly
over this county, you can see
why there is a dive team
because there are so many
farm ponds.”
Finding
the
vehicle
Saturday was a good test of
the dive team’s skills.
“There’s a disadvantage
and an advantage to the
water that we have in this
area,” he said. “Generally it’s

Wind pushes tree on roof
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	Sioux Center received a generous total of 1.5 inches of
rain Sunday afternoon in what has generally been a pretty dry
spring. The rain was accompanied by strong gusts of wind
which pushed a large tree over onto a home along Highway
75. By Monday morning, tree removal crews were already
removing the tree.

very shallow and not moving
water so a person can be
found quicker if we know
where they went down. It’s
also cold water, which means
you have up to an hour to
make a rescue.”
The disadvantage?
“We have dark water,”
Meinecke said. “Even though
sometimes you can see a few
feet down, once you get
down below 5, 10 feet, the
water is silt-filled. The deeper
you go, the more you can’t
see so everything is done by
feel.”
That’s why it’s important
to have more than just divers
on the dive team.
The county dive team
consists of 15 certified divers
— about eight are active — as
well as boat operators who
manage the side scan sonar
and tenders.
“Being a tender is very
drive,
see Section 1 / Page 8

	Chad Negus enters the water during Saturday’s practice. The county dive team consists
of 15 certified divers — about eight are active — as well as boat operators who manage the
side scan sonar and tenders.

Population estimates show growth
By Steve Hoogland
Sioux Center’s population
increased by 1,046 between
2000-10, and according to
new census estimates released
the final week in May, the
community is continuing its
trend of steady growth.
New U.S. Census Bureau
estimates for June 30, 2013,
put Sioux Center’s population
at 7,308, an increase of 260
people and a 3.7 percent
increase since the official
2010 census.
“That’s pretty close to
what we’ve projected,” said
Sioux Center city manager
Paul Clousing. “Our pace has
been pretty close to 100 people per year.”
Sioux County is seeing a
similar pace, increasing by 2.5
percent to 34,547 as of June
30, 2013 — an increase of 843
from the 2010 total of 33,704.
In fact, none of the communities in Sioux County have
projected decreases between
2010-2013. Rock Valley’s projected increase of 223 people
in the three-year period from

3,354 in 2010 to 3,577 in 2013
has the largest percentage
increase of 6.6. Rock Valley
also grew significantly between
2000-2010,
showing
an
increase of 24.1 percent in
that decade. Orange City’s
estimate shows an increase
from 6,004 in 2010 to 6,182,
an increase of 3 percent.
Hospers and Boyden and are
growing at 2 percent or better
between 2000-2010.
Census
numbers
are
important to communities
because state funding to communities, especially transportation-based funding, is based
upon those figures. However,
funding does not follow the
estimates.
Sioux Center is considering conducting a “special census” since funding does follow
special census figures. In the
1990s and the 2000s, Sioux
Center has conducted “special
census” efforts. In 1990, Sioux
Center’s typical “decade” census was 5,074 but a special
census in 1997 showed an
increase to 5,712. In 2000, the

FASTEST GROWING COUNTIES
Recent estimates from the U.S. Census Bureau
from the actual 2010 census to June 30, 2013,
roughly one-third of the way through the decade,
show that just 29 of Iowa’s 99 counties are growing.
Gary Krob, coordinator of the Iowa Library
Service’s State Data Center program, says that the
current estimates show that Iowa’s population
growth continues to be the strongest in its metropolitan areas.
“Nine of the top 10 fastest growing counties by
the percent change in Iowa are in our metropolitan
areas,“ he said.
Krob also noted that if you look at the numeric
increases by county, the top 10 increases are all in
metropolitan areas.
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top counties,
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“decade” census showed a
figure of 6,002 but a special
census in 2005 showed an
increase to 6,331.
“We’ve talked about
another special census as a
staff,” Clousing said. “I don’t
think we’d do it this year but
maybe next year.”
Clousing said the growth
in population and numbers of
new homes remains a positive.
“We’ve had some business

and industry expansions too,”
he said. “That’s great to see.
Around Sioux County we see
good things happening.”
These new estimates from
the Census Bureau are based
on administrative data for
births and deaths and estimates of migration since the
growth,
see Section 1 / Page 10

Population changes
Cities
Sioux Center
Orange City
Rock Valley
Hawarden
Hull
Alton
Boyden
Hospers
Ireton
Granville
Maurice
Matlock
Chatsworth
Other cities
Sioux City
Spencer
Le Mars
Sheldon
Spirit Lake
Rock Rapids
Remsen
Marcus
Paullina
George
Inwood
Doon

2010
7,048
6,004
3,354
2,546
2,175
1,216
707
698
609
312
275
87
79

2013
7,308
6,182
3,577
2,551
2,199
1,240
715
716
609
312
278
88
80

Change
+260
+178
+223
+5
+24
+24
+8
+18
0
0
+3
+1
+1

Pctg
+3.7
+3.0
+6.6
+0.2
+1.1
+2.0
+1.1
+2.6
0.0
0.0
+1.1
+1.1
+1.3

82,684
11,233
9,826
5,188
4,840
2,549
1,163
1,117
1,056
1,080
814
577

82,459
11,150
9,820
5,093
4,952
2,602
1,648
1,106
1,025
1,069
819
587

-225
-83
-6
-95
+112
+53
-15
-8
-31
-11
+5
+10

-0.3
-0.7
0.0
-1.8
+2.3
+2.1
-1.3
-0.7
-3.0
-1.0
+0.6
+1.7

Counties
Sioux County
Plymouth County
Lyon County
Osceola County
O’Brien County

33,704
24,986
11,581
6,462
14,398

34,547
24,957
11,712
6,211
14,044

+843
-29
+131
-251
-354

+2.5
-0.1
+1.1
-3.9
-2.5

Iowa

3,090,4163,046,355 1.4%
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Hospital awards scholarship

Jill Schouten of Sioux Center, an employee of
Sioux Center Health who is studying associate degree
nursing at Northwest Iowa Community College, has
been awarded a $3,000 scholarship from the Iowa
Hospital Education and Research Foundation (IHERF),
which is supported by the Iowa Hospital Association
(IHA). She is among 34 outstanding students from all
over Iowa who have received assistance this year from
the IHERF Health Care Careers Scholarship Program.
Iowa hospitals established the IHERF Health Care
Careers Scholarship Program in 2004 to help address
the ongoing shortage of health care professionals and
encourage young Iowans to remain in the state as they
establish their careers. In exchange for that financial
support, scholarship-receiving students agree to work
one year in an Iowa hospital for each year they receive
an award.
Hospital leaders from all parts of the state evaluated scholarship applications from more than 100
qualified students who were judged on grade-point
average, a written personal statement, letters of reference, and extracurricular, community and health
care-related activities.
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Chapel: Little building becomes Sioux County icon
from Section 1 / Page 1
is one of Del Broek’s favorite
reads.
“If you read the comments
in the book — that pretty
well answers why we continue
to maintain the chapel,” said
the 77-year-old rural Sioux
Center resident, who lives
just north of the chapel.
“The chapel is appreciated,
and I see firsthand the traffic
that stops there. Every day,
especially in the summer,
there’s someone there every
hour.”
The lights have remained
on for chapel visitors ever
since
the
Evangelism
Committee
of
Bethel
Christian Reformed Church
in Sioux Center built the
facility in early June of 1964.
Broek has kept an eye on it
ever since and is excited to
see the chapel celebrate its
50th birthday this month.
The 10-by-14-square-foot
chapel has seating for six
people, is heated and air conditioned throughout the year
and remains open 24 hours.
The area also has a covered
picnic shelter.
History
Bethel CRC does not own
the land on which the chapel
sits; Dave Faber of Sioux
Center currently owns the
land. The land’s previous
owner, John Broek, donated
the space for the chapel after
former Bethel CRC minister
the Rev. Clarence Vander
Plate brought up the idea to
the Bethel congregation.
“Little chapels were being
built like that in many places
at the time,” Del Broek said.
“I’m not sure if ‘fad’ is the
right word, but that kind of
describes why such chapels
were being built. There’s still
one like it near Pella and on
the way to Pipestone, [Minn.],
but really there aren’t many
left.”
The late carpenter Arend
Wassink built the main body
of the chapel while carpenter
and Sioux Center resident
John Vreugdenhil built the
steeple to complete the project.

“If walls could talk, it
would have many tales to
tell,” Broek said.
Remembering
One story might be about
Broek’s sister-in-law Priscilla
Broek, 90, of Sioux Center
who previously lived right
across the road from the
chapel.
“From my kitchen window
I could see the sunrise over
the chapel each morning,”
Priscilla Broek said. “That
was so beautiful. I will always
remember that.”
She enjoyed the chapel for
more than the view though.
“That chapel was part of
my daily life for many years,”
she said. “Every evening at 5
o’clock I’d go to the chapel.
Quite often I’d sit down, read
a tract and have my own
devotions there.”
Priscilla
Broek
also
helped pick up trash, gathered any donations given
and refilled the tract box.
Free Bibles are given out at
the chapel now.
“I think the church supported the idea of building
the chapel because it was a
different way to evangelize,”
she said. “People could take
tracts. Hopefully those tracts
were helpful for their spiritual
life. And the place as a private place to worship for
those who did not feel comfortable in a church.”
That’s the case for many
visitors, Del Broek said.
“I know of an individual
who would stop there every
week,” he said. “It’s their
place of meditation.”
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Bethel CRC members Del Broek and John Vreugdenhil
look up at the chapel’s steeple built by Vreugdenhil to complete the chapel in 1964.
people coming out of that
chapel for a wedding,” Del
Broek said.
Bethel’s
Evangelism
Committee still maintains the
little white chapel and remains

“For me, every time I see that
chapel or drive by it, it’s a silent
witness to the presence of God.”
Del Broek
Attraction
Another story might be of
weddings that have taken
place at the chapel.
“There was one time I
remember counting about 15

the main contact for those
looking to have a wedding at
the chapel. Two weddings will
take place this month.
“I think it’s the most widely photographed object in all

of Sioux County,” Broek said.
“It’s kind of become an icon
in Sioux County really.”
Broek can only guess what
the icon may mean to others,
but he is certain of what the
chapel means to him.
“It’s the first thing I look
at in the morning and the last
thing I look at in the evening
before I turn the lights off in
my home,” he said. “For me,
every time I see that chapel or
drive by it, it’s a silent witness
to the presence of God.”
A witness Broek hopes will
last another 50 years.
“I don’t think there’s any
doubt,” he said. “As long as
there are people who need the
Lord, Bethel will have members caring for that chapel.”
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Tommy Bomgaars receives an Ag Partners scholarship from Gerald Droog representing Ag Partners.

Bomgaars awarded
Ag Partners scholarship
Ag Partners & Alceco announce that Tommy
Bomgaars of rural Orange City has been awarded $500
through its annual FFA Scholarship awards. This award
is given to an FFA member of each chapter in the Ag
Partners’ trade territory based on participation in areas
of leadership activities, Supervised Agricultural
Experience, community service projects and cooperative
activities of the chapter. Bomgaars, son of Tim and
Julie Bomgaars, is a member of the Sioux Center FFA
Chapter. He plans to attend Iowa State University and
study agriculture business.
(Photo submitted)

Local Businesses
In the News
Interstates Engineering in ‘Top 40’
Interstates Companies announces that Interstates
Engineering has been named to EC&M Magazine’s 2014
list of “Top 40 Electrical Design Firms.”
In its April 2014 issue, EC&M Magazine released its
“Top 40 Electrical Design Firms” list. Interstates
Engineering appears on the list at number 39 with a
reported $4.1 million in electrical design revenue. EC&M
Magazine’s study reported that 25 of the 40 design forms
experienced year-over year revenue increases with 17 of
those companies reporting at least a 10 percent jump,
despite varying market conditions nationwide. This study
also reported that over half of the reporting companies
are adding new employees in the upcoming year in order
to handle the increased workload.
Interstates’ corporate headquarters is located in Sioux
Center, with regional offices in Sioux Falls; Omaha, Neb;
Fort Collins, Colo.; and Cincinnati, Ohio.

Cake-maker headlines fundraiser
Duff Goldman, star of
Food Network’s hit series
“Ace of Cakes,” will headline
Seasons’ second annual fundraising event Saturday, June
14, at the Boji Bay Fun House
Pavilion, in Milford, sponsored by Seasons Center for
Health
and
Behavioral
Northwest Bank.
The evening festivities,
including a silent auction, will

begin at 5 p.m. with a dinner
at 5:45 p.m. Following a presentation by Duff Goldman,
the band Storm Rising will be
playing at the Pavilion.
Proceeds will be designated to
Seasons’
new
Regional
Children’s Center.
Tickets can be purchased
online at www.seasonscenter.
org or at the Spencer location, 201 East 11th Street.

The Sioux County Dive Team is made up of all volunteers. Those present during Saturday’s training were (back
row) Scott Meinecke, Ryan De Kruyf, Eric Meinecke, Randy

Lyman, (front row) Brad Ackerman, Jason Bergsma, Kurt
Kooima, Mike Haverhals and Chad Negus. The team trained
Saturday near Sheldon.

Dive: Team specializes in water rescue
from Section 1 / Page 3
important,” Meinecke said.
“Because our water is so
murky and we have to feel
around, we have to do a fan
search that consists of tying a
rope to a diver. A person —
the tender — holds onto that
rope and watches the bubbles
at the surface of the water to
see where the diver is. The
diver walks around searching
below the water. It’s the tender’s job to guide the diver,
pulling on the rope once the
diver has searched a certain
section and making sure that
diver
doesn’t
disappear
either.”
Sioux County’s dive team
has used its skills in places
like Storm Lake, Mason City
and Clear Lake.
“It’s such a specialized
team there’s just not that
many of them out there, but
there is a need for it,” said
Jason Bergsma, dive team
member and liaison for the
Sioux
County
Sheriff ’s
Department. “We want to
make our team available to
those who need it and other
teams are available to help us
too.”

In fact, there’s an open
invitation for Sioux County
dive team members to train
with the Dickinson and
Plymouth counties’ dive
teams and vice versa whenever
trainings are set for each
group.
The first lesson every
member learns: Drowning victims don’t make noise.
“There’s no splashing; they
just disappear,” Meinecke
said. “The point a victim was
last seen is where we start our
search.”
Diving itself is fun,
Meinecke said, but that’s not
the purpose of practice or
having a local dive team.
“Working with the new
boat, the sonar equipment,
diving for a car — those things
can be fun, but remembering
why we’re practicing makes
what we do serious business,”
Meinecke said. “Some people
may think we just have this
team just for fun but that’s
not the case. It’s our job to
understand what a tragedy it
is to the family to lose someone in the water. There’s no
closure until we recover the
body. That’s one thing I think

people don’t realize we go
through as a team; it’s not
that fun to do this. It’s nice to
be supported with the equipment and the donations people have made are invaluable,
but it’s a challenging job.”
The May 22, 2005, disappearance of 4-year-old Breiton
Ackerman, son of dive team
member Brad Ackerman of
Alton is a continuous reminder of how important the
team’s job is. The child was
last seen playing near a creek;
his body was not found.
“Generally we try to keep
our emotions separate from
the work but that’s impossible
to do at times,” Meinecke
said. “Having Ackerman on
the team brings a personal
aspect to the team. We know
the most terrifying thing ever
is for us to go into dark water
looking for a family member,
someone we know. You can’t
see them until you’re right
next to them which means
sometimes we can’t find them,
and that’s a very devastating
thing.”
Most of the dive team
cases revolve around ponds,
which is why team practices

nearly always happen in ponds
— and occasionally at the All
Seasons Center in Sioux
Center.
Sometimes the team does
have less serious cases, including helping pull out the stolen car found in Dunlop
Pond in Alton last December.
License plates traced the light
blue 1989 Chevrolet Celebrity
Wagon back to Dordt College
in Sioux Center, where it was
being used as a campus security car before it disappeared
in March 1999.
The shift gear was still in
drive and the key was forward,
as though the car had been
started, put in gear and driven
off the edge of the water. The
car was stolen while a an
on-duty student went inside a
building for a break but left
the car running.
“We’re still looking for any
information on who might
have done that,” Bergmsa
said, with a laugh. “It’s those
kind of cases that, though,
that show how useful a dive
team can be. Not every call is
tragic — but we think of every
call that way until we know
otherwise.”

